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By ANEESA ALPHONSUS

EN minutes with

someons  wouldn't

make for a very good

conversation, But a

five-minuie song, they
gay, can get an entire philosophy
acroas to ¢ listener.

It thats so then the music of
Thurd Eye Blind (318! ie besl suited
toy comvesying what can only be called
erratic musings - which, strangely
enoiigh. make quite & lok of sense

Just as well ... after staying up
il all hours waiting for the eall
from 3EB% vocalist/guitarist/song-
writer Stephan Jenlking, sense was
# much-needed commodity. {The
resl of the band members are gui-
tarigt Kevin Cadogan, drummer
Brad Hargreaves and basaist Arion
Salazar)

Before we delve into the Ameri-
can band’s pryche, let's just. get one
thing straight: it dees nol play pop.
Don't bother trying to pigeonhole
the music because, apart. from the
vague word “eclectic,” labels don't
fit these guys’ music. All Jenkins
would say on the matter is that
theirs is “more of a rock album.”

‘Whatever you want to eall it,
JER% self-titled debut effort is
doing enviously well. The album
was released in June and has sold
6,000 copies in Malaysia. In the
United States, the hit tune Semi-
Charmed Life shot straight to the
top of Billboard’s Modern Rock
Tracks last month and is still in
the top 10 of Billboards Hot 100
Singles charts,

A superficial hearing of these
gys’ songs would dupe you inte

Third Eye Blind’s
erratic vision

The quartst of 3EB.

thinking that all they do is make
feel-good music full of even better-
feeling rhythme that make you bap
your head in a ditzy way. However,
if you listen closely youll scon
realise that their songs are actual-
Iy quite somber. Check out the sub-
Jject matter: bleak deseriptions of a
junkie (Semi-Charmed Life) and
suicidal people (Jumper).

This isn't exactly stufl most peo-
ple would want to face, but that’s
Just the thing about 3EB: the guys
ward 1o speak up about such mat-
ters, which is why they are current-
ly touring parts of the United States
with the specific and hopeful inten-
tion of preventing teen suicides,

Surprisingly enough, Jenkins
doesn't set ot to eraft such somber

Stephan Jenkins Is on the right.

songs. he did, after all
once say that “huoman
beings ean't handle that
much reality.” referring to
songe painting discom-
forting portraite of self:
destructive junkies

Nevertheless, Semi-
Charmed Life is definitely
a melapcholie lament. Ith
about desire and the-more-
you-get-lthe-more-you-
want vicious circle that
chronicles a junkies de-
cline into speed addiction,

Perhaps where the
song was written had
something to do with the
subject matter?

“Most. of the songs in
the album were written
while we were on the road
which is actually quite a
good place to be when
there's a need for new
material all the time,
says Jenkins,

1 love writing songs, more so
‘when I'm on the road where the pos-
aibilities are endless, I just wish that
L could write more songs, though.”

How much more does this man
want to write? The prolific Jenkins
not only produeed enough for this
debut effort but is also currently
gathering material for the bands

next proffering. Which raises the
question, what's in store next?
There will be a difference in instru-
mentation, is all Jenking saya,

What will probably remain the
sgme I8 the band's approach to
recording - which is rather radieal
for & band that signed its very Mt
big-label deal. Not at ease with the
idea of working with big-namc
managers and producers available
through their recording company,
the foursome chose to work inde-
pendently with all recording done
loeally in their home hase in San
Francisco, they used their own
recording stafl and even handled
the artwork: for the recovd cover.

The independent. streak: is prob-
ably due to the fact that 3EB is no
record company creation, like so
many new bands nowadays. These
guys have paid their dues, playing
the San Franciseo area and slowly
expanding their fan base with a lot
of hard wark.

‘One of their earlier head-turming
shows included an opening slof for
British band Oasis. This, of course,
bringg us to The Question: what
does JEB think about being labelled
as the US answer to Oasig?

“Well, | must say that they do
have some protty good stuff. But
we arent Oasis and neither is
Oasis IEB. We don't really like the
comparison but 1 don't think we
would have a problem with people
saying thal Oasis is the British
answer to Third Eye Blind!?”

For a band that is into erratic
musings disguised by upbeat and
almost infections melodies, there
isn'l a better time to make an
entrance into & music industry that.
is booming as we enter the next
millenninm.
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