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By ANEESA ALPHONSUS

F THERE is anything

ungavoury that needs Lo

be said about Natra — A

Showease, it might well be

regarding the publicity or
lack thereof. The recent high-
lights from the rock opera crafted
by Zulkifli Ahmad at Instant
Cafe’s Theatre Upstairs in Kuala
Luompur deserved a whole lot
more attention than it received.
The show ran from July 30
through Aug 3.

There is, of course, much more
to Neira than entertainment
value, and the fortunate few who
witnessed it would undoubtedly
agroe.

The tale of Duteh girl Maria
Hertogh or Natra isn't uncom-
mon to Malaysians.

The tale of Natra takes place in
1942 in Tjimahi, Indonesia where
Maria is handed over by her
mother to Amina, a Malayan
husinesswoman, Raising Maria
(later Natra) as her own, Amina
decides to take the girl o Singa-
pore to meel with the Dutch Gen
eral Counsellor in order to settle
matters regarding Natra's up-
hringing in Malaya.

In somewhat chaotic and
depressing events which ensue, it
is decided that Natra should be
sent back to Holland to be wilh
her natural parents. Placed in a
convent thereafter, the girl pines
for her loves lost and lives a lone-

Original gem
of a rock opera

ly and desolate life in Bergen Op
Zoom, Holland.
The hour-long
helmed by Lipraxedes Jumawan
(musical director/arranger) was
masterfully set lo the happenings
of a tumultuous era in song and

performance

Amon.

expression. A eompelling chronol-
oy of happenings surrounding
the young and eventful life of
Natra, the musical was made all
the better with the talents of skil-
ful musicians,

Az the term “rock apera” is rel-

ABOVE: The stellar cast of ‘Natra', a musical which breathed life
into the tale of Maria Hertogh.
LEFT: Spiritad and Inspired ... a sterling performance by Yasmin

atively new here, it would be dif-
ficult and unfair lo associate or
even compare it with other pro-
ductions, Natra was truly an orig-
inal gem that has paved the way
for other such performances in
the near future.

Comprising 17 awe-ingpiring
songs, the programme arrange-
ment for the evening was kept
crisp and tight throughout. Com-
mendable indeed were the bril-
lant. Yasmin Amon and Theresa
Brossmmer who sang the parts of
Maria Hertogh/Natra and Amina
respectively.

Strong, clear voeals
reverberated through
the medium-gized
acoustic-friendly walls
of the Theatre Upstairs
especially when Bross-
mer rendered the hyp-
notic Home Near The
Waves.

Special kudos has to
go out to Yasmin who
was the perfect Nalra
with her goose-pimple
renditions of We Con
Bhare and the tear-
jerking Can You Hear
Me?. It will be a hoon
indeed if she make
comeback as Natra
when il i restaged in
ils entirety.

The tune in Notra
blended perfectly with
the masterfully-com-
posed lyrice. The voices
of cast members gelled
perfectly  with  each
other, evident more =0 in the
calchy Singapore Night

The performance was proof
that you don't need expensive
props and specially designed cos-
tumes to make a show happen.
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