NEW STRAITS TIMES

SHOPPING

The old curiosity shop

By Aneesa
Alphonsus

FICIONADOS of
antiques and those
in search of curios
will find a visit to

Fume%{ ranate in Bangsar
Buru uala Lumpur, quite

Tha shop, which has been
in upaﬂuun for ahmn two
months, is quite store-
house of wonderful 1tems It
stocks everything from
elaborately hand-woven

ts to brass ashtrays.
e things are not cheap
but they are of good quality.

Shop manager Susan
Chang says the carpets are
imported from Lahore, Paki-
stan, and sell for RM&00 and

above,

These hand-made collect-
ibles can be complemented
with hand- emhroidered
cushion covers with differ
ent designs on either side.

Many of the items in
Pamegranate come from old
collections while athers are
bought from families will-
ing to part with their -

00MmS.
Though the items on sale

are in pnstum condition,
Pomegranate does restore
broken items, p.zil,mg close
atlfnnun to authentic de
tal

Chong says while some of
the items may be considered
antiques, Pomegranate is
rof an antigue shop.

"It is al.musl likf & junk
shuﬁ does not sell

Feuple should come in
an browse for themselves
and :seelhal we have hers,”
says
It a a bit llke ¥cmg down

n a way,
WhEI.‘I you chm upon a
fan, table or altar which you
used to have in your own
home while growing up.
“We at Promegranate
look to the shop as a way of
preserving our rich heritage
and, in a way, pasaing it
dow‘n to others.”

It is also interesting to
note that there is only one of
each item in Pomegranate,
right down to the carpets
and kerongsang (traditional
brooches worn by women
on their baju kebaya.)

There is also a large vari
ety of exotic goods, includ-
ing items made out of duri-

an and rain-tree wood
Blocks of triangular cut
wood can be used as book
stands, bookends, flower
}m‘\l stands, and if vou hav
o nfllu-n: ends to pl
sheet of glass over (o make 0
table

Chong says most of the
new wood tems found in
Pomegranate are ¢
trees cut down to make way
for development

Blocks of cut wood
also be bought by any
d in doing sc
rving

Among the other ltéms on
sale ot the shop are mats
from East Maluysia, old cab
inets, a traditional
rice pounder, old tenni
'il,"'“"'- wooden doors from

wnang, benches, stools and
tables

Chong says Pomegranate
also buyr old iteme from the

1lam-2pm nnd from 610§
For inquiries # 03
2525606274368,

A wooden bench in mint condition and other nl’-a-!dnd artefacts on display

Chong with some elaborate cusmon covers. Photos: YIP HEE KHEONG
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